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generally accepted notions. If, for example, we follow him in his paper on Les parentis
des langues in admitting that similarities in kindred languages may proceed not from a
period of linguistic unity, but from parallel and independent developments due to similar
tendencies in the daughter languages spoken in similar social conditions, not only are we
forced to grant, as he says, that the idea of ' latin vulgaire ' is a fallacy, but many beliefs
as to the character of the Ursprache must disappear also. And certainly long and similar
but quite independent developments, provided an original source of the impulse existed in
the period of linguistic unity, seem in no way impossible. But all depends upon the exact
nature of a ' tendance generate ' (p. 74), and this it is not easy to grasp precisely, nor is it
easy to see what social conditions will produce what ' tendance.' That these deep problems
are raised shows that Professor Meillet has given us an important and most stimulating
book, and it is because of the interest of his theoretical views that we have devoted space
rather to the chapters on general questions than to the latter part of the book which treats
of special subjects. But these are no less worthy of attention; in particular we would call
attention to the two papers on the problems of gender and to the paper Comment les mots
changent de sens. The last paper, La religion indo-europeenne, shows us what is left of the
once so rich contributions of comparative philology to the early religion of the Indo-
Europeans after the evidence has passed through Professor Meillet's sieve.

R. M. D.

Balabish . By G. A. WAINWBIGHT. With Preface by T. WHITTEMORE. Pp. 78,
28 plates. Thirty-seventh Memoir of the Egypt Exploration Society. London: Allen &
Unwin. 1920.

This small memoir describes the results of an excavation undertaken in 1915 by the American
branch of the Egypt Exploration Society (then the Egypt Exploration Fund) under the
direction of Mr. G. A. Wainwright, one of the British archaeologists working for the Fund.
Prof. Thomas Whittemore, the American representative on the Committee of the Fund,
was charged with the general oversight of this special work on behalf of the American
subscribers, and he explains the circumstances of the excavation in a preface to the scientific
part of the work, which is written by Mr. Wainwright. Tombs were excavated at various
dates from the predynastic period to the New Kingdom, and yielded a fair amount of
archaeological material of the usual kind for the contributing American museums.

Mirone d 'E leu tere . By SALVATOKE MIKONE. Pp. 136, 11 plates, containing 64
illustrations. Catania : F. Tropea, 1921.

Our knowledge and appreciation of Myron and his work have been increased in the most
remarkable way in recent years; and therefore Signor Mirone's monograph upon his
namesake appears very opportunely. The identifications of the Athena at Frankfort
and Dresden and of the head of Perseus at Rome have placed the artistic character of
Myron in a new light; and in addition to these there are numerous other suggestions and
attributions, some of them less convincing, that are scattered throughout archaeological
literature. The author has collected and criticised this material with great care and
thoroughness, and all students of Greek sculpture will be grateful to him. If he is some-
times too ready to discover or to accept Myronic qualities on scanty evidence, this may
readily be forgiven to the author of such a monograph, especially since he states the evidence
in every case.

The work is clearly arranged; it opens with a discussion of the ancient authorities as
to Myron's art and as to his various works, together with such extant sculptures as can be
connected with them. As these are in all cases copies and not originals, the question of
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the fidelity of the copies to the style of Myron is important. Signor Mirone discusses this
carefully in each case; among the copies of the Discobolus he regards the new example
from Castel Porziano as the most trustworthy. But he is somewhat too ready to accept
an attribution to Myron where little or no evidence exists in its favour. For instance, the
fine group of Heracles wrestling with the lion, which appears on many coins of the fifth
century and later, may be worthy of Myron; but there is no proof that he designed it.
And it is a strange oversight to associate the triple Hecate on coins of Aegina with
Myron's statue, which Pausanias expressly says had only one head and one body.
Again, the poor reproduction of two warriors from an Athenian lead tessera does not
suggest at first sight the SvSpes Stearares eh juaxi" whom Pausanias describes as
Erechtheus and Immaradus. A discussion of works wrongly attributed to Myron, or
really belonging to a later Myron, is useful. Among these the drunken old woman is
assigned to the Pergamene age. The dates of Myron's career are fixed. There is also a
discussion of the character of Myron's art, especially in relation to the ancient criticisms
quoted by Pliny. Here the much-disputed ' numerosior ' is interpreted on the supposition
that the Latin ' numerus ' is a translation of pv6/ji6s.

Finally, there is a list of such other works as may be attributed directly or indirectly
to Myron and to his pupils; most of these are now generally recognised as showing Ms
style. In general, Signor Mirone points out the great influence exercised by Myron on his
contemporaries and successors, and even on such works as the sculptures of the Parthenon.
In contrast to Phidias and Polyclitus, who were the leaders of traditional schools, Myron
was especially the master of those who showed their individuality by breaking away from
tradition. The plates are useful as serving for the identification of the various works
mentioned in the text; but the reproductions are far from clear, especially in the case of
coins.

Man's Descent from the Gods, or the Complete Case against Prohibition.
By ANTHONY M. LTJDOVICI. Pp. 255. London : Wm. Heinemann, 1921.

It is a bewildering task to present to readers of this austere JOURNAL an adequate summary
of the work under review, so wondrously is it compounded of Greek mythology, dietetic
values and Nietzschean misogyny. Let us, at all events, make a beginning with the
mythology.

The iroC <TTU>, whence Mr. Ludovici essays to move a universe of Puritans and Pro-
fessors, is Herbert Spencer's dictum that ancient deities are traceable back to human
origins. Armed with this explanation, we attack the myths of Prometheus and Dionysos.
Zeus is a chief of a Cro-Magnon tribe which has seen better days and is now reduced to
mixing with Aryan Greeks, people so ignorant that they cannot make fire for themselves,
but must beg it of Zeus. Prometheus, desiring to usurp the place of Zeus and thinking to
gain the support of the Greeks, reveals the secret. But the result is unexpected; having
now fire at their disposal, the foolish Aryan Greeks use it to cook the meat which they had
hitherto eaten raw; and, rolling in dyspeptic agonies, they gladly witness the righteous
punishment inflicted on Prometheus by Zeus. But the evil gift once imparted cannot be
recalled; and mankind suffers all the woes of malnutrition until a great teacher arises,
Dionysos, who restores health and vigour by a regimen of raw meat and fermented drinks.

We confess that this bald summary hardly does justice to the fresh enthusiasm of
Mr. Ludovici's style, or the rigorous detail of his method, which is seen at its best in the
section on the Prometheus myth. The chapter on Dionysos is not so good; Mr. Ludovici
has made a great mistake in admitting the existence of the ' miraculous or supernatural';
it suggests that after all there may be more things in Greek mythology than were dreamed
of in the Spencerian philosophy. But it was with regret that we concluded these thrilling
chapters of mythological discovery and plunged into the disquisition on food values and
vitamines.




